The comicall HiSiorie of 

fo offices offender curtcfie: 

We all expefl a gentle aunfwcre Icwe ? 
few. I haue podeft your grace ofwhat I purpofe. 

and by our holy Sabaoth hauc I fwornc 

fo haue the due and forfct of my bond, 
ifyou deny it, let the danger light 
vpon your charter and yoar Cittics frecdome i 
■Youle aske me why I rather 'choofc to hauc 
a weight ofcarrion flcfli, then to rcccaue 

three thoufand ducats : lie nor aunivver that ? 

But fay it is my humour, is it aunf»<erd ? 

What if my houfc be troubled with a Rat, 
and I be plcafd to giuc ten thoufand ducats 
to haue it baind $ what, are you aunfvvcrd yet 3 

Some men there arc loue not a gaping pigge i 
Some that arc mad if they behold 9 Cat 3 ° 

And others when the bagpipe lings ith noic, 
cannot containc their vrinc for affcvfion. 

Maifters ofpa/fion fwayes it to the moode 
ofwhat it likes or loathes, now for your aunfwcr s 

Asthcfcis nofirmcrcafonto berendred 

why he cannot abide a gaping pigge i 
why he a harmelelTe ncceflaric Cat 3 
why he a woollen bagpipe ; but of force 
rnuft yccld to fuch in euitablc lhame, 
as to offend himfelfo bcin^ offended : 

So can I giuc no rcafon, nor I will not, 
more then a lodgd hate, and a certaine loathing 
I bearc that /follow thus 

a loofingluteagainfthim j areyou aunfwcrcd 3 
'Baff. This is no aunfwcr thou vnfccling roan, 
to excufc the currant of thy cruelty 3 
lewf. / am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwers! 
Sajf, Doe all men kill the things they doc not loue 3 
Jfwe. Hates any roan the thing he would not kill 3 
Baf Euety offence is not a hate at firff 3 

lew. What wouldff thou haue a forpent fling thee twice? 


the Merchant of Venice. 

/ pray you think you ^ueflion with the /ewe, 

you may as well goeftand vpon the Beach 

and bid the maine flood bate his vfuall height, 
well vfe queflion with the Woolfc, 

theEwcblealcefortheLambe; _ 

You may as well forbid the mounfamc or Pines 
to wao- their high tops, and to make no noife 
vvhen'’they arc fretten with the gufts of heauen: 

You may as well doc any thing mofl hard 
as feeke to foften that then which what’s harder ; 
his /ewilh hart 3 therefore I doe befccchyou 
make no moe offers, vfe no farther mcanes, 
but with all briefe and plainc conucnicncie 
let me haue iudgement, and the /ewe his will 3 
Baf For thy three thoufand ducats hcere is fixe? 
lerve. /feuery ducatin fixe thoufand ducats 
were in fixe parts, and euery part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, / would haue my bond 3 
Duk. How fhalt thou hope for mercy rcndiing none 3 
Jewe, What iudgment fhall /dread doing no wrong3 
you hauc among you many a purchaft flaue, 
which like your Afles, and your Dogs and Mules 
you vfe in abieft and in flauilh parts, 

Lccaufe you bought them, fiaali / fay to you, 

•let them be free, marry them to your heires 3 
vvhy fwcat they vndcr burthens, let their beds 
be made as foft as yours, and let their pallats 
be fcafond with fuch viands, you will aunfwer 
the flaucs are ours, fb doe / aunfwer you : 

The pound of flcfti which / demaund of him 
is decrely bought, as mine and / will hauc if : 
ifyou deny me, fie vpon your Law, 
there is no force in the decrees of Venice.* 

/ Hand for iudgement, aunfwer, fhall I haueit 3 

V pon my power / may difmifle this Gourty 
vnlefic BeHario a learned Doflor, 
whom / hauc fent for to determine this 



